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Steptoe & Johnson Office Locations



Steptoe & Johnson now has an office in Houston, TX



Ohio Title IssuesOhio Title Issues

JOIN THE CONVERSATION ON TWITTER DURING THE WEBINAR:
Follow @Steptoe_Johnson and use #OHTitle

ALSO FIND US ON http://www.linkedin.com/companies/216795 http://www.facebook.com/Steptoe.Johnson
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Keynote Speaker

Ti h M KTimothy McKeen
Steptoe & Johnson
1233 Main Street1233 Main Street
Suite 3000
Wheeling,  WV  26003
Office: 304.231.0473
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Ohio Facts
• Ohio is the 17th State in the Union
• It is the 34th Largest State and the 7th mostIt is the 34 Largest State and the 7 most 

populous
• Ohio comes from the Iroquois word for• Ohio comes from the Iroquois word for 

“Great River”
• It is the birthplace of 7 Presidents
• It has 88 Counties
• The first state in the Union under the 

Northwest OrdinanceNorthwest Ordinance
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Wells drilled and completions received by county 2009
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The Power of Dower

Ohio still recognizes statutory dower

ORC 2103.01
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Ohio’s Dormant Mineral Act

• ORC 5301.56
• Does not apply to coal
• 20 year requirementy q
• No production
• No storage• No storage
• Surface owner must send certified 

l tt d k fili i d ’letter and make a filing in recorder’s 
office
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Other Ohio Specifics
• Definition of Minerals
• Joint ownership of property
• Title Standards
• Minimum Royalty• Minimum Royalty
• “Paying Quantities”

Li i d l• Limited case law
• New Legislation
• Apportionment
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Apportionment
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Where do I find the records?
• Recorder
• Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas• Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas
• Auditor
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Recording Requirements

• Computer font size of at least 10 point
• Minimum paper size – 8 ½ x 11

M i i 8 ½ 14• Maximum paper size – 8 ½ x 14
• Black or Blue ink ONLY
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Recording Requirements
• No use of highlighting

Margins of 1 inch on each side of the• Margins of 1 inch on each side of the 
page and on the bottom

• 3 inch margin on the top of the first 
page reserved for recorder auditor &page, reserved for recorder, auditor & 
engineer

• 1 ½ margin on the top of each of the 
remaining pages
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• Ohio is more of an Appalachian title 
state than a mid-continent statestate than a mid continent state

• Ohio has limited oil and gas law
• Ohio is very favorable to gas 

developmentdevelopment
• Ohio is one of the few states that still 

recognizes dower



Thank You!

Ti th M KTimothy McKeen
Steptoe & Johnson
Wheeling WVWheeling, WV
Office: 304.231.0473

timothy.mckeen@steptoe-johnson.comtimothy.mckeen@steptoe johnson.com



Material Disclaimer
These materials are public information and have been prepared solely 
for educational purposes to contribute to the understanding of energy 

d il d l Th t i l fl t l th l i f

Material Disclaimer

and oil and gas law. These materials reflect only the personal views of 
the author and are not individualized legal advice. It is understood that 
each case is fact-specific, and that the appropriate solution in any case 
will vary Therefore these materials may or may not be relevant to anywill vary. Therefore, these materials may or may not be relevant to any 
particular situation. Thus, the author and Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
cannot be bound either philosophically or as representatives of their 
various present and future clients to the comments expressed in thesevarious present and future clients to the comments expressed in these 
materials. The presentation of these materials does not establish any 
form of attorney-client relationship with the author or Steptoe & 
Johnson PLLC. While every attempt was made to insure that these y p
materials are accurate, errors or omissions may be contained therein, 
for which any liability is disclaimed.


